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      Gerald "Jerry" Otto Blessing, 82, of Maxwell, died Saturday Oct. 12, at his 
home from a heart attack. 
      He was born Aug. 11, 1920, in Marshall-town, to Guy Henry and Maggie (Byrn) 
Bless-ing. He was united in marriage to Wanda Maxine Pool on Jan. 21, 1950, in Des 
Moines. He had served in the Navy on the USS Sepulga from 1939-1941. He was a 
trucker and worked for Mayflower, Consolidated Freight and retired in 1982 after 
driving for Halls Motor Freight. He was a teamster and a member of the Maxwell 
Casey's Morning Coffee Club. He enjoyed mushroom hunting, fishing and camping 
and was an avid sports fan. He was a former Golden Glove boxer. 

      Survivors include his wife, Wanda, of Maxwell; three sons, Craig Burt Blessing 
of Des Moines, Mark Allen Blessing, I, of Des Moines, and Guy Blessing of Rome; 
three daughters, Yvonne Rickabaugh of Des Moines, Sandra Kay Blessing of 



Waterloo and Colleen Beauregard of Maxwell; eight grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. 

      His parents; a brother, Harold Blessing; and a sister, Evelyn Lester, preceded 
him in death. 

      Funeral services were held Wednesday at the Bacon Funeral Home in Maxwell 
with the Rev. Tom Lee officiating. Burial was in the Maxwell Cemetery. Bacon 
Funeral Home of Maxwell handled arrangements.
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